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Plan for today 
 

9.30 – 10am School arrivals, registration  
10 – 10.10am Intro / welcome from Youth Voice 
10.10 – 10.15am Go to your first conversation space 
10.15 – 10.45am Conversation session 1 
10.45 – 10.50am Go to your second conversation space 
10.50 – 11.20am Conversation session 2 
11.20 – 11.40am Breaktime in the auditorium – light refreshments available 
11.40 – 11.45am Go to your third conversation space 
11.45am – 12.15pm Conversation session 3 
12.15 – 12.20pm Go to your fourth conversation space 
12.20 – 12.50pm Conversation session 4 
12.50 – 1.30pm Lunch 
1.30 – 2pm Marketplace 
2 – 2.15pm Closing remarks in the auditorium 

A platform for young people from across the county to discuss 
the biggest issues and areas of interest for young people in 

Buckinghamshire today 
Created by young people for young people 

Thursday 23 February 2023 
The Waterside Theatre, Aylesbury 

YOUTH SUMMIT 2023 
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Welcome 
 
Welcome to the Bucks Youth Summit 2023!  
 
Today you will join 200 young people from across the county in 
discussing key issues and topics for young people today.  
 
This event is the first of its kind. Last year, Buckinghamshire Council launched its 
Youth Participation Strategy, which is a commitment from the Council to listen to the 
voices of young people, to act on their feedback, and respond to them about what 
difference their voices have made.  
 
This event is the launch of the Youth Participation Strategy for young people.  
The ideas and feedback that you share today will be captured and used to help make 
Buckinghamshire the best place to grow up.  
 
There are lots of opportunities for you to get more involved in the conversations going 
forwards, so please register your interest for the various projects we have available 
using the sign-up sheets in the conversation spaces and the marketplace.  
 
We hope you enjoy it! 
 

 
About Youth Voice 
 
This event has been created by the county-wide Youth Voice forum.  
We are a group of young people from different schools, areas, and backgrounds, who 
come together to share ideas, solve problems, provide feedback, and take on projects 
to improve things for young people.  
 
If you enjoy today, we would love you to join Youth Voice! You can register your 
interest by leaving your name and email address on a sign-up sheet at our stall in the 
marketplace, or by asking anyone in a blue shirt / hoody. You can also email 
YouthVoiceBucks@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk, or WhatsApp Krissie on +447825928053. 
 
Find out more: www.youthvoicebucks.co.uk/opportunities/youth-voice 
 

 
The Quiet Space 
 
We recognise that some of the conversations we’re having today might be difficult for 
some attendees, and that the day itself may feel overwhelming because it’s new, 
different, and busy. We have created a Quiet Space in the event for anyone who feels 
overwhelmed and needs a break. The Quiet Space has calm music, fidget toys, stress 
balls, ear defenders, and people to talk to. If you would like to use the Quiet Space, 
please let one of the facilitators know and we will take you there.  

WiFi 
Sign in to  

ATG Guest 

mailto:YouthVoiceBucks@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk
http://www.youthvoicebucks.co.uk/opportunities/youth-voice/
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The Conversation Spaces 
 

Mental Health 
Norman Bragg Studio 
 

 
Take a deep dive into the fascinating world of 
mental health! In this conversation space we 
will talk about how nature and the world 
around us can have an impact on our mental 
health, and simple steps we can all take to 
strengthen our mental health. Come along and 
talk to our facilitators and unleash your 
creativity! 

 
The Queer Space 
The Gallery 
 

We will be taking a deep dive into all things 
LGBTQIA2S+ identity, from the pride flags all 
the way to things we want to change for the 
community. A main areas of focus is how we 
can bring pride events to Buckinghamshire in 
the near future! From this, an exciting new 
project will be launched... you'll have to come 
along to find out more! 
 
Feeling safe and protected 
The Ambassador Lounge 
 

Everyone should grow up feeling safe and 
protected, without the fear of crime and 
violence.   
This workshop will ask you to discuss: 

• What are the crime and safety issues 
that matter most to you?   

• What are the causes of crime and 
violence, particularly knife crime?   

• What are your ideas to prevent crime 
and help keep people safe? 

 
The Space for Creative Thinking 
In the Auditorium 
 

This space explores how young people 
experience creativity and Culture in Bucks, the 
barriers they face in being creative, what 
creative activities are missing from the county, 
and where they would like to experience them. 
We will also discuss what young people would 
like to see at a youth arts festival and explore 
perceptions of the creative industries. 

The SEND Space 
On the stage 
 

SEND, neurodiversity, disability, difference. 
We have so many words to describe SEND, 
but it can be hard to talk about it. 
Join us on the main stage to discuss 
language, media representation and 
inclusion, while getting involved in our 
creative activities and be part of celebrating 
difference. 
Don’t forget to collect your FREE fidget toy! 
 
Youth-led conversation on sexual violence  
The Meeting Room 
 

The Student Commission on Sexual Violence 
wants to hear your views! This youth-led 
initiative from Leaders Unlocked works to 
enable young people from across England to 
have their voices heard. This conversation 
will explore the ways in which sexual violence 
affects young people, and what more can be 
done to address the issue. 
 
Access in rural communities 
Upper foyer 
 

Buckinghamshire has big towns, small towns, 
and lots of little villages and countryside.  
This section seeks the voices of young people 
who live in villages and other rural areas. Do 
you have less access to services, activities, 
and events? What should be done to support 
you to grab every opportunity? 
 
 
 
 
Spaces and Places for young people 
Upper foyer 
 

Outside of school, where are young people 
truly welcome? Have you experienced looks 
or comments from adults that make you feel 
unwelcome in a park, on a bench, or in 
another public space? This conversation 
space is about places where young people 
are really welcome, and how we can make 
them the best they can be.  
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Let us know which conversation spaces you’re going to 
 
Please let us know which conversation spaces you would like to visit by voting on 
Mentimeter. This is to help us understand which conversation spaces will be the most 
busy.  
 
Please go to menti.com on your phone and type in the code 7648 0424. 
Select the 4 conversation spaces you would most like to go to.  
 
If a conversation spaces is very popular, we will ask those who would like to attend that 
space to follow the instructions below.  
 

1. If you have a blue star on your badge and would like to go to the (most popular) 
conversation space, please go in the 1st conversation slot.  
 

2. If you have a yellow dot on your badge and would like to go to the (most popular) 
conversation space, please go in the 2nd conversation slot.  
 

3. If you have a silver star on your badge and would like to go to the (most popular) 
conversation space, please go in the 3rd conversation space slot.  

 
4. If you have a red dot on your badge and would like to go to the (most popular) 

conversation space, please go in the 4th conversation space slot.  
 

If more than one of the conversation spaces is very popular, we will repeat the system 
as follows.  
 

1. If you have a blue star on your badge and would like to go to the  
(2nd most popular) conversation space, please go in the 4th conversation slot.  
 

2. If you have a yellow dot on your badge and would like to go to the  
(2nd most popular) conversation space, please go in the 1st conversation slot.  
 

3. If you have a silver star on your badge and would like to go to the  
(2nd most popular) conversation space, please go in the 2nd conversation slot.  

 
4. If you have a red dot on your badge and would like to go to the  

(2nd most popular) conversation space, please go in the 3rd conversation slot.  
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Feedback  
 
We are hoping the Bucks Youth Summit becomes an annual event.  
Your feedback can help us campaign to make the Summit happen 
again next year. If the event does happen next year, your feedback, 
both positive and constructive, will help us make it the best it can be. 
 
We have set up a feedback survey. To respond, please go to 
menti.com and type in the code 6106 4631, or scan the QR code.  
 
 
 

What’s Next? 
 
The ideas, feedback, and experiences you have shared today will influence positive 
change. The Youth Voice forum will oversee what happens next to make sure young 
people’s voices are not only heard at this event, but also acted on.  
 
In 6 weeks’ time, everybody who attends the Youth Summit will receive an update by 
email detailing the progress we have made so far and what we have planned to 
develop the topic further. You will also get an update 3-6 months after the event.  
 
Those who sign up to be part of youth voice projects will also receive updates from the 
people leading those activities. In most of these cases, the organisers will need you 
and your parent/carer to complete a consent form.  
 
 
 

For more information 
 
You can find out more at www.YouthVoiceBucks.co.uk.  
 
If you have any questions about this event, youth voice in general, or the Youth Voice 
forum, please email YouthVoiceBucks@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youthvoicebucks.co.uk/
mailto:YouthVoiceBucks@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Thank you to our partners! 
 
Lots of organisations, teams, and individuals have contributed to this event. We would 
particularly like to thank partner organisations that have helped to plan and run 
conversation spaces.  

 
 
 
 
 

 


